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I.
PURPOSE:
To establish a Best Practice Guideline (BPG) for response during inclement weather when conditions put firefighters and equipment in harms way.

II.
DISCUSSION:
During Inclement weather such as severe thunderstorms, tornado’s or ice storms, 911 dispatchers receive calls for trees across power lines, trees blocking the roadway, and power lines down.  These calls often come before the storm has cleared the area.  This guideline establishes the fire departments incident commander as the decision maker for response in that district based on conditions and the nature of the call.  The Incident Commander should be the highest-ranking officer available.

III. BEST PRACTICE:

·  EOC dispatchers receive and dispatch incidents according to their operating guidelines.

· The fire departments highest available ranking officer should establish himself as the department’s incident commander within the dispatch guidelines for initial dispatch.

· The incident commander should receive all information from EOC concerning the incident and advise units to stage at their station or respond based on the weather conditions and the nature of the call.  

· If there is Life or property in jeopardy, the incident commander has to place priority on the incident and respond units as soon as it is safe.

· If there is not life or property in jeopardy, then the incident commander should start a log of calls with the nature of the call and location on a call list, The commander should prioritize the calls and send units and manpower as needed when the weather conditions are safe to respond.

· The incident commander should advise Fire Com when units are in route to each incident.

· Only the department commander should communicate with Fire Com on the status of the incidents.

· Tactical channels should be used for all non-emergency traffic on the radio.

· The incident commander should advise Fire Com as the incidents are being cleared and any hazards removed.
· Fire Com should show each incident open until the commander advises the incident is complete.
· Incident Command should advice Fire Com when all incidents are complete from the dispatched list. 
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