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I.
PURPOSE:

           
To establish a Best Practice Guideline for operations at dumpster fires.

II.
DISCUSSION:

Life safety is always the first consideration.  Once it is determined there is no threat to life, fire suppression and exposure protection should be established.  Minimizing damage to property should be considered through effective use of salvage and overhaul techniques.

III.
BEST PRACTICE:


Command should be established.  The Incident Commander should do an initial size up to look for any hazards to the public or the firefighters such as hazardous materials.  The Incident Commander should also consider the location of the dumpster and exposure hazards.  PPE including SCBA’s should be used at all times to ensure firefighter safety. Adequate water supply should be established and a minimum of one 1 & 1/2 inch attack line should be used for fire suppression.  
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