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I.
PURPOSE:
To describe the Best Practice Guideline for handling fire investigations.  The firefighter’s primary responsibility is to protect life and property. The responsibility to protect public safety by the detection of criminal activity is secondary.

II.
DISCUSSION:
This BPG provides advice for all personnel that are on the scene of a fire incident of suspicious nature.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:

INCIDENT COMMANDER

The Incident Commander should consider the discovered physical evidence or suspicious factors and notify the appropriate agencies based on the following:

· For known arson situations request Fire Com to dispatch fire investigators from the York County Fire Marshal's Office and also the York County Sheriff's Department.  
· For other suspicious fires, request Fire Com to dispatch a fire investigator from the York County Fire Marshal's Office, this investigator should determine the need to request involvement from the York County Sheriff's Department.  

The IC or designee of the fire department should remain on the scene with at least one fire unit until an investigator from the County Fire Marshal's office arrives on the scene.  The IC should maintain custody and control of the scene until it is turned over to the fire investigator, to ensure continuity of possession.

For those cases where the cause of a fire is investigated by the Fire Department Incident Commander, the results of the investigation should be documented.  Appropriate notification should be made to law enforcement authorities if the cause is believed to involve unlawful actions by others.
OFFICERS

· Remove all non essential fire department personnel from the incident area

· Secure the area with tape and/or fire department personnel

· Control access to the scene until turned over to the fire investigator
· Should not allow entry of unauthorized personnel or the removal of any items from the scene

· Obtain all pertinent information from any possible witnesses to the incident for interview by the investigator

DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

· Observe and note extent of fire upon approach

· Observe and note where entry was first made and by whom

· Notify IC of any suspicious elements discovered prior to, during, or after the incident

· Maintain visual contact of the discovered physical item(s) allowing no one to touch or damage

· Use extra caution during suppression, overhaul, and salvage of the fire scene.

· Avoid use of excessive quantities of water at high pressure

· Avoid unnecessary structural damage, such as removal or destruction of windows, walls, and doors

· Note any unusual flames or smoke colors, odors, and weather conditions

· First arriving department members remain at the scene for interview with fire investigator(s)

· Assist with overhaul / salvage operations as requested by the investigator 

· Department members should not speculate on the cause of the fire with the property owner or news media until the official cause of the fire has been determined by the appropriate individual.  
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