YORK COUNTY FIRE SERVICE 
BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINE

107.00  PERSONS RIDING ON FIRE APPARATUS                                     
PAGE 2

	YORK COUNTY

[image: image1.jpg]



FIRE CHIEFS ASSOC
	YORK COUNTY FIRE SERVICE

BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINE


Best Practice Number: 
107.00 

Best Practice Title:
PERSONS RIDING ON FIRE APPARATUS 
Adopted:   03/14/2002




Rescinds:  New

Approved By:   York County Fire Chiefs Association

I. PURPOSE:

To describe the department Best Practice Guidelines (BPG) for persons riding on all fire department apparatus.

II. DISCUSSION:

This BPG applies to all members and officers of the department.

III. BEST PRACTICE:

GENERAL GUIDELINES

1. All persons riding on fire apparatus should be seated in approved riding positions and should be secured to the vehicle by seat belts at any time the vehicle is in motion.

2. Riding on tailsteps, sidesteps, running boards, or in any other exposed position should be specifically prohibited except when reloading the hose in the hose beds.

3. 
Standing while riding should be specifically prohibited.

4. 
The number of persons per each apparatus is limited to the number of designated seats with seat belts.

5. 
Donning of protective clothing while vehicle is in motion should be prohibited. Protective clothing should be donned prior to entering vehicle.  SCBAs, such as those stored in the backs of seats, can be donned while enroute as long as the firefighter is wearing his seat belt.

HOSE LOADING GUIDELINES

Hose loading operations should be permitted to be performed on moving fire apparatus only by those members that have been trained with these guidelines and when all of the following guidelines are adhered to:

1. A safety observer should be appointed to oversee the operations.  The safety observer should not assist with the hose loading operations and should have an unobstructed view of the hose loading operation.  The safety observer should be in visual and voice contact with the apparatus operator.

2. Non-fire department vehicle traffic should be excluded from the area or should be under the control of authorized traffic control persons.

3. The fire department apparatus should be driven only in a forward direction at a speed of 5 mph or less.

4. Members are permitted to be in the hose bed, but should not stand while the apparatus is in motion.

Prior to the beginning of each hose loading operation, the situation should be evaluated to ensure compliance with all the provisions of this standard operating guideline.  If the standard operating guideline cannot be complied with, or if there is any question as to the safety of the operation for the specific situation, then the hose should not be loaded on moving fire apparatus. 
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