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I. PURPOSE:

This Best Practice Guideline (BPG) is established to:

1. 
Have a set plan of action for responding to mutual aid structure fires in order for operations to be handled in a well-coordinated manner.

2. 
Provide guidance for the response.

3. 
To allow those departments receiving mutual aid to be familiar with what assets will be provided by the department.

II.
DISCUSSION:
All York County Fire Departments will provide assistance to any York County department requesting equipment and/or manpower; without endangering the department’s primary area of protection. 

III. BEST PRACTICE:

PHASE ONE – Automatic dispatch for mutual aid to structure fires

The first vehicle to respond will be an engine, if available, with as many members available and present, with a minimum of two (2) firefighters, to operate the engine and be able to provide usefulness at the incident.  The department will also respond with other appropriate equipment available such as a service truck and/or tanker which may or may not be specifically requested by the Incident Commander or ranking officer at the incident and additional manpower without endangering the department’s primary area of protection.

PHASE TWO – Request for mutual aid not automatically dispatched

The department will provide whatever equipment is available along with as much manpower that is available or requested without endangering the department’s primary area of protection.

