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I.
PURPOSE:
To establish a Best Practice Guideline to safely, efficiently and quickly control Priority One Motor Vehicle Accident (MVA) scenes, minimizing life and property damage.

II. BEST PRACTICE:

1. The appropriate apparatus should respond to the location quickly with due regard for the safety of others.  Fire departments should only respond the apparatus necessary to adequately secure and provide protection at the scene and to satisfy the objectives listed below in item 3.  The number of firefighter POV’s should be kept to a minimum at the scene; when possible, firefighters should respond to the fire station and respond in an apparatus.  Once there are adequate fire apparatus on scene and Fire Command deems the incident situation under control, POV’s should be cleared from the scene.
2. An Engine Company and Service Company should provide an adequate response in most cases.  Other resources should be requested as needed to deal with the incident needs (e.g. multiple lane accidents, potential fire situations where a tanker is needed for water supply, etc.).  
3. The fire service is not proposing to start a first responder program for MVAs, the fire service is simply providing a service to the citizens of York County and to our fellow emergency services providers.  Fire departments should not respond with the intent of providing medical care; however, most all certified firefighters have basic first aid and CPR training; therefore, if the fire department encounters uncontrolled bleeding, or a closed air way, or a cardiac arrest situation that demands our intervention until EMS personnel arrive then fire department personnel should do their best to render care to the extent their training allows.  Upon the fire department’s arrival, the following objectives should be addressed if deemed necessary:
A. Incident Command should be implemented and “Fire Command” should be established.

B. Secure the roadway and scene to provide protection for the accident victims and to protect the safety of other motorists who could crash into the scene.  
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C. Fire apparatus should be positioned to provide maximum safety for EMS personnel and other crews working the scene.  Responding apparatus and POVs should be positioned in accordance with attachment 1 to the maximum extent possible.  Priority should be placed on ensuring adequate space at the scene for responding ambulances and crash trucks.
D. Bystanders should be moved back from the immediate area of the scene unless they are trained and providing medical assistance to the patients.  

E. Provide assistance with traffic control until law enforcement arrives, and continue to provide traffic control if requested. 
F. Provide medical attention when the situation absolutely mandates that some action be taken. 
G. Evaluate and address any potential fire situations in accordance with SOG 208. 
H. Evaluate and address any fuel spill or hazardous materials issues. 
I. Provide assistance to EMS crews as requested. 
J. If requested, establish a Landing Zone in accordance with SOG 210.  This may be assigned to a mutual aid fire department if adequate resources are not available.

K. Provide clean up of the accident scene if necessary, after obtaining approval from law enforcement investigating the accident scene.
4. Equipment should be returned to a state of readiness for the next alarm.

III. DISPATCH PROTOCOL:

1. The assigned fire department should receive three dispatches for response to a Priority 1 MVA call.  On the third dispatch a second fire department should not be dispatched, unless Fire Com is aware that the call involves an entrapment, fire, or confirmed spill situation.  For entrapment, fire, or spill situations follow normal dispatch protocols.  The first arriving fire department with resources to handle the situation should cancel the other fire department responding.
2. After the third dispatch of the assigned fire department to a Priority 1 MVA that does not involve known entrapment, fire, or spills, Fire Com should contact any EMS or Rescue Squad Unit on the scene (or the first arriving EMS/Rescue Unit) to determine if a fire department response is still needed for assistance (e.g. traffic control, blocking, manpower, wash down, etc.).  
A. If the on scene EMS/Rescue Unit advises that a fire department is not needed, then the originally assigned fire department should be sent a cancellation page and no further action is required.

B. If the on scene EMS/Rescue Unit advises that a fire department is still needed, then the appropriate mutual aid fire department should be dispatched.  The first arriving fire department with resources to handle the situation should cancel the other fire department responding.

