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I.
PURPOSE:

           
To establish a Best Practice Guideline for operations using power tools.

II.
DISCUSSION:
Life and personal safety is always the first consideration.  This guideline should be used as long as it does not place personnel in additional danger.

III.
BEST PRACTICE:

 When operating power tools such as chain saws, electric sawsalls, and K-12 saws, safety glasses or a full face shield and work or firefighting gloves should be worn at all times.  In addition to safety glasses and gloves, personnel operating chain saws should wear leg protection constructed of cut-resistant material that covers the full length of the thigh to the top of the boot on each leg to protect against contact with a moving chain saw.  This practice does not apply when a firefighter is working as a climber, roof ventilation or similar situation that the leg protection would place the firefighter in a greater risk of injury.   This also does not apply when a firefighter is working from a platform or elevated ladder truck.
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