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I.
PURPOSE:
To establish a Best Practice Guideline to safely, efficiently and quickly control vehicle fires, minimizing life and property damage.

II. BEST PRACTICE:

1. The appropriate apparatus should respond to the location quickly with due regard for the safety of others.

2. An Engine Company and Service company should be the minimum response.

3. Upon arrival the following should be addressed:

A. Incident Command should be implemented and Command should be established.

B. Apparatus should be positioned to provide protection for crews working near    roadways, as well as allowing easy access to the vehicle.

C. When a hose line is required to extinguish the fire, a minimum of a 1-1/2” hand line should be used.

D. Firefighters who will be operating near or in smoke and fire, should be equipped with all personal protective equipment and SCBA.  

4. Command should address the need for traffic control/flow through the fire scene.

5. When the fire has been extinguished and poses no additional hazards, Command may have the apparatus repositioned to ease traffic congestion.  The safety of firefighters still working around the vehicle should be the main consideration in whether or not to reposition the apparatus for better traffic flow.

6. If the cause of the fire is suspicious, Command should call for a fire investigator.

7. Equipment should be returned to a state of readiness for the next alarm.


