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I.
PURPOSE:
To describe the Best Practice Guideline (BPG) for use of fire department assigned protective clothing for structural firefighting

II.
DISCUSSION:
This Best Practice Guideline (BPG) applies to all members of this department responding to an emergency incident.
III.
BEST PRACTICE:
1. All firefighters should respond to incidents with all assigned protective clothing. Protective clothing includes helmet with face shield, bunker pants, bunker coat, firefighter boots, flash hood, and firefighter gloves, medical gloves (for emergency medical operations only). 

2. Members should be fully trained in the care, use, inspection, maintenance, and limitations of the protective clothing assigned to them.

3. Protective clothing and protective equipment should be used whenever the member is exposed or potentially exposed to the hazards for which it is provided.

4. Firefighters should remain dressed in protective clothing while performing their assigned task until instructed otherwise.

5. Members should ensure that their assigned protective clothing is cleaned at least once a year (at the department’s expense) by an approved cleaning service.  Local cleaning services are Sawyers in Rock Hill and Whitesides in York.

6. Protective clothing should be used in accordance with accepted safety practices. 

7. Contaminated protective clothing should be cleaned and disinfected or disposed of in accordance with NFPA 1581 Standard for Fire Department Infection Control Program
8. Members should wear emergency medical gloves when providing emergency medical care.  Patient care should not be initiated before the gloves are in place.

9. SCBA should be used in the hot zone of all incidents until the Incident Commander deems it unnecessary.


