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I. PURPOSE:

This SOP defines the procedure members of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD) shall follow whenever a department vehicle is involved in an accident. 
II. DISCUSSION:

This procedure details the process members must follow if a department vehicle is involved in an accident.  Some department vehicles are owned by the FHFD while others are owned by York County.  There are additional requirements for vehicles owned by York County.   For vehicle accident purposes, any FHFD owned vehicle that is included in the county maintenance program is treated as if it were a York County owned vehicle.
III. PROCEDURE:

GENERAL
1) A driver/operator must report any accident involving a department vehicle that operates on roadways (including trailers).
a) An accident is defined as any event where a department vehicle is damaged or any property is damaged from a department vehicle striking it. 
b) Even relatively minor damage such as scrapes and dents should be reported.

2) The driver/operator shall complete an accident report as soon as possible after the incident occurs.  See attachment 800.02 YORK COUNTY VEHICLE INCIDENT REPORT FORM.  The form should be submitted to their supervisor or the Fire Chief.
a) If a FR10 form is not completed by law enforcement a drawing of the accident scene should also be provided indicating vehicle travel direction, final vehicle positions and any other objects involved.

3) For all but very minor accidents a driver/operator’s driving privileges will be immediately suspended pending investigation.
a) The Fire Chief shall notify the driver/operator when their driving privileges are reinstated.

4) If a York County owned vehicle is involved:

a) The accident should be reported within 12 hours or by 9:00 AM the next business day (whichever is shorter) to the York County Department of Fire Safety.
b) A York County Incident Investigation Report must be filed with the York County Department of Fire Safety along with the York County Vehicle Accident Report. See SOP 800.03 MEMBER PERSONAL INJURIES for the York County Incident Investigation Report form (it is used for both injuries and accidents).
c) If the investigating law enforcement officer determines the FHFD driver/operator is at fault (even partially) and there is an injury or any vehicle needs to be towed from the scene, the driver/operator shall have a drug/alcohol screen within 4 hours of the accident.

d) Refer to the York County Rural Fire Board Policies for details.
ON SCENE

1) If other vehicles or injuries are involved vehicles should not be moved from the accident location unless absolutely necessary.

a) If vehicle(s) must be moved pictures should be taken of the accident scene prior to moving any vehicles.

2) If the accident occurred while the vehicle was responding to a dispatched incident FireCom should be immediately notified of the accident.
a) If there are injuries the appropriate medical response should be requested and medical care rendered by fire personnel on the scene.

b) FireCom should be advised which department vehicle, involved in the accident, is not continuing to respond so adjustments to the incident response can be made if necessary.
3) The driver/operator should immediately report the accident to their supervisor or the Fire Chief if their supervisor is not immediately available. 

a) Supervisors shall notify the Fire Chief as soon as possible.

b) If neither the supervisor nor Fire Chief can be contacted and the accident is more than a minor incident the department organizational structure should be utilized to notify the most senior officer available.

4) The driver/operator should remain on the scene until instructed otherwise by a superior or law enforcement.

a) An exception is made if medical treatment requiring transport is necessary. 

5) If law enforcement responds to the accident a copy of their accident report (FR-10) should be obtained and submitted with the other required forms.

6) All members on a department vehicle accident scene should conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times and only make statements concerning the accident to law enforcement, FHFD superiors or York County investigators.

7) Pictures should be taken showing vehicle positions and damage.
