FLINT HILL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE

502.04 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
PAGE 2

	[image: image1.jpg]



	FLINT HILL FIRE DEPARTMENT

STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE


Guideline Number: 502.04
Guideline Title: Firefighting Equipment Maintenance  
Adopted:   01/17/2014




Rescinds:  New

Approved By:   






 (Chief)

I. PURPOSE:

This guideline describes the process used by the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD) to maintain firefighting equipment carried on department apparatus.
II. DISCUSSION:

Most firefighting equipment is expensive to purchase and replace. Proper maintenance helps prevent premature wear or failure of equipment which may result in an unsafe condition and unnecessary expense. The FHFD maintenance program is in place to keep its firefighting equipment in a state of readiness. Due to the vast array of firefighting equipment carried on department apparatus it is a practical impossibility to address all the maintenance details in this guideline. This guideline highlights some of the more common maintenance processes. For equipment maintenance not addressed in this guideline refer to the manufacturer’s recommendations.
III. GUIDELINE:
1) When an apparatus inventory is completed, each piece of equipment on the inventory list should be examined carefully for maintenance issues. 
2) Battery operated items should be periodically tested for proper operation and adequate battery level. Weak batteries should be replaced before they leak and cause damage to equipment.
3) Power saw chains or blades should be kept sharp at all times. Dull chains or blades should be removed and sharpened in house or sent to a vendor for sharpening. The department electric chain saw sharpener as well as files are available for sharpening chains. If a member has been trained in the use of these tools they can perform the procedure in house.
4) Gasoline motors should be run for at least 1 minute to make sure the choke, fuel pump, etc. are working properly. If a motor is running rough or will not start some basic maintenance steps such as checking the spark plug(s), air & fuel filters, oil level, etc. should be completed. If the member performing maintenance has the requisite skills more advanced maintenance such as carburetor adjustment can be undertaken.

5) Electric tools (e.g., drills, reciprocating saws, smoke ejector) should be examined for frayed or broken cords, broken case, etc. and tested for proper operation.  

6) Handles, blades and other working surfaces of hand tools should be clean and free of burrs, splinters, etc.  Proper remediation (e.g., applying boiled linseed oil to wooden handles) should be completed when problems are discovered. 
7) Gas monitors should be examined for damage and calibrated according to manufacturer’s instructions. 

8) Radiological monitors are maintained by York County Office of Emergency Management.
9) Fire extinguishers should be kept full, clean and fully operational at all times. If a dry chemical, class D or CO2 extinguisher is used, maintenance cannot be done in house. Pressurized water extinguishers can be maintained in house and should be refilled according to the following process:
a) Release any residual pressure (gauge at 0 psi) by squeezing the handle.
b) Unscrew the valve/hose assembly.

c) Empty out any remaining water.

d) Fill with 2.5 gal of water.  A container is provided for this purpose in the Station 1 shop.
e) Replace the valve/hose assembly and tighten the nut snugly (hand tight only!).

f) Recharge with air to 100 psi.

g) Verify proper operation by squeezing the handle to discharge a small amount of water.

h) Reinsert the safety pin and return to service.

10) Nozzles and hose appliances should be washed with mild soapy water and thoroughly rinsed.  If the bale or handle is damaged it should be replaced.

11) Certain firefighting equipment has specific maintenance procedures (e.g., hose, SCBA) that are not detailed in this guideline. See other 500 series guidelines for details on maintenance of this equipment.
