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I. PURPOSE:

This guideline describes the fire hose maintenance standards and processes used by the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD).
II. DISCUSSION:

Reliability of fire hose in emergency situations is essential to completion of the public safety mission of the FHFD.  Proper maintenance of fire hose is a key factor in keeping hose in a state of readiness. This guideline details how fire hose should be inspected, cleaned and dried.  Testing is also a key component of fire hose readiness and is addressed separately in SOG 501.1 HOSE TESTING.
III. GUIDELINE:

Inspection
1) Check for chemical damage, burns, cuts or abrasions to the outer jacket.

2) Look for lumps or protrusions which may indicate twisting, separation or weak spots in the inner liner.

3) Look for out of round couplings.

4) For NST hose

a) Carefully inspect the threads for burrs or other damage.

b) Verify the female coupling swivels smoothly 

c) Verify the female coupling has a viable gasket
5) For Storz hose

a) Inspect the coupling lugs and mating surfaces for damage

b) Verify the gaskets are in good condition  

Cleaning
1) Fire hose should be cleaned whenever it becomes dirty. 

2) Most mud or debris can be removed with a water stream (garden hose) and brush.

a) Lay the hose out flat on a hard surface, 1 section at a time. The front pad of Station 1 is a good location to do this.

b) Multiple sections may be laid side by side so more than one can be sprayed and brushed with a broom at the same time.

c) Flip the hose over and spray/brush the opposite side.

d) If mud, dirt, debris, etc collects in the area where the hose is being cleaned stop cleaning hose and remove the dirt before continuing.

e) If stubborn stains or dirt remains on the hose use a truck wash soap solution in a mop bucket and stiff bristle brush to remove the substance. Rinse thoroughly.
3) Lightly soiled hose can be washed using the hose washer
a) Connect the washer to Tanker 1 or an engine and set pressure to about50 psi.

b) Slowly pass the hose through the washer. The washer will pull the hose through quickly so some tension will have to be put on it.
c) Multiple passes may be necessary to sufficiently clean the hose.

d) Stuck on soil will require more complete cleaning as described in this guideline.

Drying
1) Hose should be dried out of direct sunlight.

2) Do not dry hose on blacktop.

3) Do not dry hose outside.

4) Preferred method is to flake the hose in an accordion fashion on its side on the bay floor. 

a) Leave space between the flakes so air can circulate around the hose to shorten drying time.

b) At Station 1 this can be done between trucks and behind Ladder 1 toward the rear of the station.

c) At Station 2 this can be done between trucks.

