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I. PURPOSE:

To define consistent guidelines and responsibilities for firefighters to safely and  efficiently respond to bomb threats.  

II. DISCUSSION: 
A bomb threat is a law enforcement matter to which the fire department is dispatched in a supporting role. As such, the Flint Hill Fire Department will respond to bomb threats in a non emergency manner. This guideline describes how the department will respond to such incidents. Response to actual or suspected bomb detonations is detailed in SOG 410.19 Terrorism/WMD.
III. GUIDELINE: 

The following guideline is in the recommended order of implementation, reflecting the relative priorities on a bomb threat scene.

1) The appropriate apparatus shall respond to the location according to SOG 400.04 APPARATUS RESPONSE.

2) Incident Command shall be implemented following SOG 402.01 INCIDENT COMMAND.
3) The first due unit will stage at a hydrant a safe distance of at least 500 feet from the incident location. The IC will advise FireCom of their location.
4) Responding companies will notify FireCom they are arriving two (2) blocks before arriving at the staging area.
5) All responding companies and personnel will remain in the staging area until the incident is declared assignment complete by law enforcement or an explosion occurs.

a) Radio equipment or cell phones are only to be used at a distance greater than 500 feet from the structure.
b) At no time will any fire department personnel search buildings for explosive devices.
c) Only law enforcement may clear the building for re-entry.

6) In the event an explosion occurs the IC will follow the procedures detailed in SOG 410.19 Terrorism/WMD
