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I. PURPOSE:

To define consistent guidelines and responsibilities for firefighters to follow when responding to and mitigating incidents involving motor vehicle accidents (MVA).
II. DISCUSSION:

This SOG establishes fire department roles, responsibilities and priorities at an incident involving a motor vehicle accident.  This type of incident requires several different agencies to work together on one scene.  During the time an MVA is classified as an emergency scene, the State of S.C. and York County have empowered the fire department to be the lead agency in mitigating this type of incident. Personnel safety is of the utmost importance.  In York County fire departments do not respond with the intent of providing medical care. However, all certified firefighters have basic first aid and CPR training. If firefighters encounter uncontrolled bleeding, a closed air way, a cardiac arrest or other situation that demands immediate intervention prior to EMS personnel arrival then firefighters should do their best to render care to the extent their training allows until EMS arrives.  
III. GUIDELINE:  
The following guideline is in the recommended order of implementation, reflecting the relative priorities on a MVA scene.

1) The appropriate apparatus shall respond to the location quickly with due regard for the safety of others. Refer to SOG 400.04 APPARATUS RESPONSE.

2) Incident Command shall be implemented following SOG 402.01 INCIDENT COMMAND.
3) All personnel must don proper Personal Protective Equipment. Minimum PPE for an MVA is a helmet and OSHA approved traffic vest. Additional PPE (gloves, eye protection, bunker gear, etc.) may be required based on the required tasks of the particular incident.

4) Secure the roadway and scene to provide protection for the accident victims and to protect the safety of other motorists who could crash into the scene. 

5) Fire apparatus should be positioned to provide maximum safety for EMS personnel and other crews working the scene.  Responding apparatus and POVs should be positioned in accordance with Diagram 1 to the maximum extent possible.  Priority shall be placed on ensuring adequate space at the scene for responding ambulances and crash trucks. See SOG 400.02 HIGHWAY RESPONSE and SOG 400.03 POV RESPONSE.
6) Evaluate and address any potential fire situations in accordance with SOG 410.11 VEHICLE FIRES. 

7) Bystanders should be moved back from the immediate area of the scene unless they are trained and providing medical assistance to the patients.  

8) Evaluate and address any fuel spill or hazardous materials issues in accordance with SOG 410.08 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.
9) Provide assistance with traffic control until law enforcement arrives, and continue to provide traffic control if requested in accordance with SOG 402.07 TRAFFIC CONTROL. 

10) Provide medical attention when the situation absolutely mandates that some action be taken.

11) Provide assistance to EMS crews as requested, manpower permitting. 

12) If incident is determined to involve extrication of a patient(s), actions should be taken in accordance with SOG 410.02 MOTOR VEHICLE PIN IN.

13) If requested, establish a landing zone in accordance with SOG 410.03 LANDING ZONE.  This may be assigned to a mutual aid fire department if adequate resources are not available.

14) Provide clean up of the accident scene if necessary, after obtaining approval from law enforcement investigating the accident scene. NOTE: Per SC State law, Article 7 38-600, it is the responsibility of the wrecker service to perform a general clean-up of the accident area before leaving the scene of any accident. This responsibility requires the wrecker service to remove all debris such as broken glass, liquids, and materials from an accident area by sweeping up such debris and removing this material from the scene in a garbage can-type container on each wrecker. All wreckers shall be equipped with brooms, shovels, commercial absorbent and all other equipment necessary to fulfill this responsibility.

15)  If there is a significant amount of debris spread over a large area, consideration may be given to washing the roadway down with a handline.
16) Fluid spills (fuel, transmission fluid, oil, antifreeze, gas, diesel fuel, etc.) may be covered with oil dry or absorbent.  Leaving oil dry on the spill will enable it to more adequately absorb the fluid preventing a slick surface.  Vehicles driving over the absorbent will pulverize it helping to absorb what has spilled. However, too much material can be unsafe as well.  Use good judgment as to what can be left or what should be removed.
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