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I. PURPOSE:

To define guidelines for returning department apparatus and equipment to service after incident response or training.
II. DISCUSSION:

Apparatus and firefighting equipment readiness is a key factor in safe, efficient and timely response to emergency incident response. This guideline addresses common tasks that must be performed after an incident response or training to return an apparatus and its equipment to a state of readiness for the next incident. Based on the specific circumstances there may be other tasks beyond what are listed in this guideline that must be performed to return to a state of readiness. 
III. GUIDELINE:  
1) The following items should be completed on scene or upon return to the station and before returning to service: 

a) Hose lines should be drained and properly loaded according to SOG 501.04 HOSE LOADS.
b) Wet or dirty hose should be brought back to the station and replaced with dry hose.  See SOG 501.02 HOSE MAINTENANCE for details.

c) Air cylinders should be refilled according to SOG 502.04 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE.

d) Firefighting equipment used should be cleaned and inspected according to SOG 502.04 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE.
e) Water and on board foam tanks on apparatus should be refilled.

f) Water extinguisher(s) should be refilled and pressurized.

g) Portable engines should be refueled according to SOG 502.04 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE.
h) SCBA should be cleaned and inspected according to SOG 502.04 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE and SOP 701.01 SCBA CHECK.

2) Damaged, broken or consumable firefighting equipment should be handled according to SOG 502.02 FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT REPAIR/REPLACEMENT.

3) The OIC is responsible for ensuring all apparatus are ready for service prior to releasing personnel from the scene or station.
4) Apparatus operators are responsible for returning their apparatus to service.
5) Apparatus should always have a minimum ¾ tank of fuel when being returned to service.  It is the responsibility of the apparatus operator to fill a fuel tank if the fuel gauge indicates below ¾ of a tank. 

a) If there are extenuating circumstances causing an operator to be unable to refuel an apparatus they must obtain the permission of the OIC to leave the apparatus less than ¾ full.  The OIC should make every attempt to have another operator refuel the truck immediately.
