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I. PURPOSE:

To define consistent guidelines and responsibilities for firefighters riding on staffed apparatus.

II. DISCUSSION:

This SOG applies to all department personnel riding on staffed apparatus. The apparatus staffed at any given time are determined by the Shift Supervisor on duty.  Members must check in with the Shift Supervisor if they wish to ride on a staffed apparatus. The Shift Supervisor will assign a riding position as available. When a firefighter is leaving a riding assignment they must notify the Shift Supervisor prior to leaving so the Shift Supervisor can make adjustments to apparatus staffing as necessary.
III. GUIDELINE:

1. Shift Supervisors are responsible for staffed apparatus riding assignments.
2. Minimum personnel for a staffed apparatus is two certified Firefighter I’s or above. Assignments should be made in the following order:

a. Driver

b. Officer

c. Apparatus specific positions (See appropriate 401 series Riding Position SOG)
3. Firefighters wishing to ride on a staffed apparatus should check the assignment board in the station the apparatus is located in. If there are open positions the firefighter should contact the Shift Supervisor for an assignment.

4. When given an assignment a firefighter should place their firefighter ID number (10xx) on the board in the appropriate position.

5. Firefighters should prepare their riding position based on the position assigned. 

a. See appropriate 401 series Riding Position SOG for details on each riding position.

b. All crew members should ensure their PPE and related equipment is in working order and present in their riding position or assigned location (ex: Driver turnout gear might be in an apparatus compartment).
c. Each crew member must have a radio. 

i. At Station 1 “Staff 1” should be used by the Nozzle position and “Staff 2” should be used by the Tools position unless the crew member already has a radio assigned to them (Ex: an officer). In that case the assigned radio may be used instead of the staff radio. 
ii. The officer position should use one of the radios assigned to the apparatus if the crew member does not already have a radio assigned to them.

iii. Other positions should use the radios from the apparatus they are riding on. If all radios from the assigned apparatus are being used by other crew members the Shift Supervisor will assign a radio.

iv. All radios must be returned to their storage location or given to a crew member replacing them when the crew member is leaving a position. 
6. When completing a shift or leaving a volunteer duty assignment the firefighter should notify the Shift Supervisor and remove their ID from the board after the Shift Supervisor grants them permission to leave.

