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I. PURPOSE:

This guideline defines the emergency vehicle response expectations of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD). 
II. DISCUSSION:

This guideline is applicable to any FHFD authorized emergency vehicle responding in emergency mode (i.e., Priority 1).  At all other times FHFD authorized emergency vehicles must operate as a normal (i.e., non emergency) vehicle. Specific sections of the South Carolina code of regulations set forth the boundaries by which emergency vehicles can be operated. See attachment 400.03 SOUTH CAROLINA EMERGENCY VEHICLE LAWS for the current versions of the applicable sections.
III.  GUIDELINE:

1) The following is overview of the applicable South Carolina regulations regarding emergency vehicle operation applicable to the FHFD.

a) Vehicles must have visual and audible warning devices
b) Operator may disregard laws concerning speed, direction of travel, parking and right of way.

c) Operator must always operate with due regard to safety even when disregarding the stated laws.

2) Sirens and other audible warning devices will be sounded at all times while responding in emergency mode. Audible warning devices should be turned off upon arrival on an incident scene.
3) Headlights will operate at all times while emergency vehicles are being driven.  Emergency warning lights should be operated during emergency response and while the emergency vehicle is functioning at an incident scene in the roadway.

4) Speed of emergency vehicles.
a) Exceeding the posted speed limit while traveling to an emergency should be determined by the due regard for the safety of others.

b) This exemption will not, however, protect the driver of any vehicle from consequence of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.

c) The posted speed limit should be adhered to during inclement weather.
5) Cell phones shall not be used by the driver during any emergency response.

6) All emergency vehicles will come to a complete stop, or to a speed that will allow the emergency vehicle to immediately stop if necessary, when entering a red‐light intersection, stop sign intersection, or traveling the wrong direction on streets.

7) The driver will ensure that the right‐of‐way has been yielded when crossing multi‐lane intersections or streets, by “clearing” the lanes one at a time.  If visibility is obscured, then do not cross the lane until it is clear.

8) The driver should use open lanes for passing vehicles that are yielding the right-of‐way.  Use any available open lanes for passing before entering into oncoming traffic to pass.

9) The driver should avoid passing other responding emergency vehicles while responding to an incident.

10) When two or more emergency vehicles arrive at the same location together, the emergency vehicle having the right‐of‐way should proceed first. 

