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I. PURPOSE:

To define the Public Fire Education program of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD).
II. DISCUSSION:

As a public service the FHFD provides a comprehensive fire education program to the citizens of the Flint Hill Fire District and the surrounding areas. The program includes apparatus and equipment demonstrations, formal programs delivered in school settings, station tours, Home Fire Safety Surveys and numerous fire safety brochures and handouts. The program is based on the SCFA Spray It Forward course.
III. POLICY:

1) Consistency in both content and delivery is important to maintaining a quality fire education program. To help achieve consistency in content FHFD personnel use a predefined curriculum of age specific fire safety message topics when giving a fire safety presentation. 
a) Laminated cards are stored in the training cabinet at Station 1.  Cards are categorized as follows:
i) Pre-K (15 Minutes)

ii) K – 2nd Grade (20 Minutes)

iii) 3rd – 5th Grade  (30 Minutes)

iv) 6th - 8th Grade  (30 Minutes)
v) 9th - 12th Grade  (30 Minutes)
vi) College and Adults (30 Minutes)

vii) Senior Citizens (30 Minutes)

b) The appropriate card should be selected based on the predominate age of the group.

c) The recommended presentation length should be followed as closely as possible. Presentations that are too short give the impression the audience is not important. Ones that are too long lose some of their impact. Generally attention spans fit well with the recommended lengths. 

2) If time permits turnout gear and SCBA demonstrations are popular additions to a fire safety presentation. Sometimes this is all a group wants (along with a truck tour). 
3) Even if a group only wants a “demo” try to take a few minutes to include the following basic fire prevention topics:

a) What to do if a smoke detector goes off.

b) What to do if a door is hot

c) Have a special meeting place

d) Never go back inside

4) All scheduled events should be recorded on the department event calendar.

5) Career days at schools usually require specialized programs to be developed. From time to time other groups will also request a presentation that is not covered by the predefined curriculum. In these cases the Fire Prevention Officer and/or Training Officer should be contacted for assistance in developing an appropriate presentation.

6) The York County Department of Fire Safety (YCDFS) has a Fire Safety House and a remote control robot, “Patches and Pumper”, available for York County fire departments to use at public fire safety presentations.
a) The York County Training Officer should be contacted to reserve either prop. A note should be placed on the event calendar indicating the prop will be present at the event. 
b) Personnel who will be using a prop should be familiar with its operation. Training is available from the YCDFS.

c) If the Fire Safety House is reserved:

i) The YCDFS will deliver the house to the requested location. 

ii) It is the responsibility of the FHFD to provide personnel to set up and run the house. A minimum of 2 personnel are needed, 3 or 4 are better. 

iii) At the completion of the event FHFD personnel should return the house to the state it was dropped off in for the YCDFS to pick it up.     

7) See policies 220.01 HOME FIRE SAFETY SURVEY and 202.04 STATION TOURS for details on how to conduct these types of events.

8) Firefighters should not allow others (especially children) to don their helmets or turnout gear due to the potential health hazard from the products of combustion present on their gear. 

9) Children should not be allowed on fire apparatus unsupervised.

10) Children should not be allowed to play with firefighting equipment.
