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I. PURPOSE:

This policy defines the guidelines for the personal use of Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD) stations and equipment by department members.
II. DISCUSSION:

One of the benefits of being a member of the FHFD is access to facilities and equipment that might otherwise be unavailable or costly to department members. The department wishes to make as much as possible available to members for personal use while maintaining adequate control over department resources. This policy provides guidance as to what members have personal access to and how the rules governing personal use of department resources.
III. POLICY:

EQUIPMENT USE

1) Members may borrow many of the tools and equipment owned by the FHFD (e.g., chairs, tables, power tools, hand tools, etc.).  Usually equipment carried on department apparatus cannot be borrowed but exceptions may be made in certain circumstances. Members must get permission from a chief officer before borrowing any item from the department.
2) Members are expected to return borrowed items in a reasonable amount of time. The length of time the member desires to use the item should be discussed with the chief officer when the request to borrow an item is made. The chief officer will make the determination on how long the item may be borrowed. 
3) Members are expected to return a borrowed item in the same condition as when it was taken except for normal wear and tear.  A member may have to pay for the repair or replacement of a borrowed item returned damaged or not returned at all. 

4) Members may use many of the tools and equipment owned by the FHFD on site (e.g., oil drain pans, chainsaw sharpener, hand and power tools in the shop, etc.).  These items should not be removed from the premises unless permission to do so is granted by a chief officer. 

5) Members borrowing or using tools and/or equipment should be familiar with the use of the item and not use it improperly. No safety devices or guards should be removed. If a member is not familiar with the use of an item they must obtain the proper knowledge prior to use. The department is not responsible for injury or damage resulting from the improper use of department resources by a member.  
STATION USE
1) Members may use the apparatus bays for short duration work on personal property such as vehicles, trailers, boats, jet skis, etc.  Work must be completed the same day (no overnight storage of items being worked on unless approved by a chief officer.)
2) Overnight storage of any personal item in the stations, storage buildings or parking lots of the department must be approved by a chief officer prior to the item being left.

3) Generally public use of department stations for non departmental special events such as birthday parties, graduations, etc. is prohibited.  This general prohibition extends to department members as well though requests for use by members will receive more consideration than requests from the general public. Requests for use of a FHFD station for a special event must be made to the Fire Chief. 
4) Department members and members of their immediate family may use the exercise facilities at Station 1. The department member must be present whenever an immediate family member is using the facilities. Quiet hours must be observed.   
