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I. PURPOSE:

This policy defines how the replacement of personal protective equipment issued to the firefighting personnel of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD) is accomplished. 
II. DISCUSSION:

Members of the FHFD who respond to incidents are issued appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to protect them from the hazards they are exposed to.  This equipment must meet standards in order to properly protect the firefighters. The FHFD has established this policy to replace PPE in an effective and orderly manner to ensure PPE meets minimum standards to the extent possible. While the goal is to have all responders equipped with PPE fully compliant with the latest standard, this may not always be possible. A system is in place to ensure the most used PPE is replaced most often.
III. POLICY:

1) PPE will be replaced based on wear or service life depending upon the item. 
2) PPE without a specified service life (e.g., gloves, pagers, safety vests, etc.) will be replaced as needed based on wear or damage.  
3) Bunker pants and coats will be replaced in accordance with the current version of NFPA1851 or the manufacturer’s specification as to their service life.

4) Other items which may have recommended but not mandatory service lives (e.g., helmets, SCBA masks, etc.) will be replaced using applicable national standards (NFPA, ANSI, etc.) or manufacturer’s recommendations as a guide for replacement. Generally these items will be replaced as needed based on wear or damage.
5) Items that become unsafe prior to the end of their service life which cannot be repaired will be replaced as soon as possible.
6) To assist in determining the need for PPE replacement all issued PPE will be inspected annually by the Fire Chief or his designates.

a) Inspection will occur in conjunction with the annual Physical Agility Test.

b) Firefighters must make all of their issued PPE available for inspection as directed by the Fire Chief.
