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I. PURPOSE:

This policy covers the personal protective equipment issued to the firefighting personnel of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD). 
II. DISCUSSION:

Members of the FHFD who respond to incidents are issued appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to protect them from the hazards they are exposed to.  This policy describes how, when and what equipment is issued and the department expectations of how members care and maintain the equipment issued to them. 
III. POLICY:

Issuance
1) Upon acceptance as a member with emergency response responsibilities (probationary volunteer, part time or full time firefighter)  a member will be issued the following PPE: 

a) Bunker coat

b) Bunker pants with suspenders

c) Rubber fire boots

d) Structural firefighting helmet

e) Structural firefighting gloves

f) Safety glasses

g) OSHA approved safety vest

h) Pager 

2) Members certified at a minimum of NFPA FF I level will also be issued the following:
a) Flash hood
b) SCBA mask and bag

3) Gear bags will be issued upon request (as available).

4) Other equipment and accessories (portable radios, chargers, amplifiers, etc.) will be issued on an as needed/as available basis

5) Junior firefighters will be issued PPE as available.

6) Any member who is issued any item of PPE is required to sign an agreement with the  FHFD regarding the use, liability and ownership of issued equipment. See attachment 203.03 PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT ISSUED FORM.

a) The form will be kept on file in the department equipment room.

b) Whenever an item is issued the member will initial the form indicating they have received the item. The FHFD representative will enter the date issued and initial the form as well.
c) Whenever an item is returned the member will initial the form indicating they have returned the item. The FHFD representative will enter the date returned and initial the form as well.


Maintenance and Repair

1) Members are expected to keep their PPE clean. 
a) Members should NEVER wash turnout gear at home or in department washing machines used for regular articles of clothing, bedding, etc.

b) Bunker coats, bunker pants, flash hoods, gloves and helmet liners should be washed in the gear extractor located at Station 2.

c) Bunker gear must be washed according to manufacturer’s instructions.

d) Turnout gear must be washed and dried as soon as possible after every incident where it is exposed to products of combustion (e.g., structure fire, vehicle fire, dumpster fire, etc.). Minor, short term exposures (e.g., small pine needle fire) do not require immediate washing but it should be considered. This includes helmets, boots and SCBA masks.
e) If a firefighter is in doubt about whether to wash their gear (they probably should!) they should contact a chief officer for guidance.

f) Turnout gear shall be dried in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.  It should never be dried in direct sun.

g) SCBA masks, boots and helmets shall be cleaned according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

2) If an issued article of PPE is damaged a member must immediately contact the appropriate officer for repair or replacement. 
a) Damaged equipment will be repaired or replaced as quickly as possible.

b) Members whose PPE is carelessly or habitually damaged may be required to reimburse the department for the cost of repair or replacement at the discretion of the Fire Chief.

General
1) Issued PPE remains the property of the department and must be returned upon request of the Fire Chief or other authorized department representative.

2) PPE may not be modified in any way without the permission of the Fire Chief.

a) No modifications that affect the performance or safety are permitted.
b) No modifications prohibited by the manufacturer are permitted.

c) All safety devices must remain in place and be functional at all times.

3) All required PPE shall be worn is a full and proper manner.

a) The PPE required is determined by the type of incident. See the appropriate 410 series SOG’s.
4) Members shall not participate in any activity requiring PPE if their PPE does not meet the minimum standards for the activity.  

5) Helmet and shield colors are as follows:

a) Chief officers shall wear white helmets with white shields

b) Line officers (Captains and Lieutenants) shall wear red helmets with white shields

c) Engineers and Firefighters certified at or beyond the NFPA FF I level shall wear black helmets with black shields.

d) Firefighters certified at the OSHA Firefighter level shall wear yellow helmets and black shields.

e) Non certified suppression personnel (including all junior firefighters) shall wear blue helmets with no shield. 
f) The department issues standard design shields but allows individual firefighters to design and purchase their own custom shields.

i) Individual designs must be approved by the Fire Chief.

ii) Individual designs must conform to the primary shield colors stated herein. (e.g., Firefighters must have a shield that is primarily black. They may not have a shield which is primarily white, green, blue, etc.) 
