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I. PURPOSE:

To establish a policy for the use and wearing of uniforms by the members of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD) while at work, on duty, or representing the organization, to maintain the professional image of the department.

II. DISCUSSION:

While in uniform, Flint Hill Fire Department members are expected to always maintain a professional appearance.  Members are expected to adhere to the guidelines set forth in this policy while engaged in department activities.
III. POLICY:

DEFINITIONS
1) Class A Uniform:  For officers, the Class A uniform consists of department issued blue double breasted dress coat for chief officers and single-breasted dress coat for captains and lieutenants, blue uniform dress pants, patent leather dress belt, long sleeve white uniform shirt, black tie, gold badge/hat badge/name plate/serving since/rank insignia (one each for coat and shirt), patent leather dress shoes, and white bell crown hat with a gold band.  For engineers and firefighters, the Class A uniform consists of a blue single-breasted dress coat, blue uniform dress pants, blue long sleeve uniform shirt, black tie, silver badge/hat badge/name plate/serving since (one each for coat and shirt), patent leather dress belt, patent leather dress shoes, and navy bell crown hat with a black band.  

2) Class B Uniform:  The Class B uniform consists of the same pants, shirt, and hardware as defined for the Class A uniform. The patent leather dress belt is replaced by a department issued web rescue belt and the patent leather dress shoes are replaced by department issued work boots. 
3) Class C Uniform.  The Class C uniform consists of department issued blue 6 pocket cargo pants, web rescue belt, black work boots, long/short polo shirt for officers, and long/short department t-shirt for firefighters. Department issued ball caps/knit hats may be worn with this uniform. The Class C uniform may be modified due to weather conditions to include a department issued sweatshirt, coat, or job shirt.
REGULATIONS FOR WEAR
1) The Class A uniform is reserved for wear in situations where the highest level of professional appearance is required.  The Class A uniform is worn at formal events such as graduations, funerals, special ceremonies, awards presentations, and parades. It is also worn in any other situation where the fire chief determines a high standard of dress is required. 
a) The dress coat is worn with appropriate badge on the upper left chest and name plate/serving since on the upper right chest. Rank insignias are centered on each collar. 

b) Maltese cross emblems are sewn on the lower left sleeve of the dress coat in rows of four. Each cross signifies five years in the fire service.
c) Rank stripes are sewn onto the bottom of both sleeves of the dress coat. Following are the stripes for each rank:
(1) Firefighter I: 1 Silver Stripe

(2) Firefighter II: 2 Silver Stripes
(3) Engineer: 3 Silver Stripes

(4) Lieutenant: 1 Gold Stripe

(5) Captain: 2 Gold Stripes
(6) Battalion Chief: 3 Gold Stripes

(7) Deputy Chief: 4 Gold Stripes

(8) Chief: 5 Gold Stripes

(9) Chaplain: 3 Thin Gold Stripes with A Gold Cross Above the Stripes

d) The uniform shirt is always worn with a black tie.

e) The uniform shirt is worn with the badge on the upper left chest on the shirt badge tab and the name plate/serving since on the upper right chest just above the right chest pocket. Rank insignias are centered on each collar. 
f) The dress coat and uniform shirt have the approved department patch sewn on the shoulder of both sleeves.
g) A plain white t-shirt is worn underneath the uniform shirt.
h) No other hardware, emblems, or modifications are permitted.
2) The Class B uniform is intended to present a professional appearance in working situations.  The Class B uniform is worn by members at work or on duty while participating in situations such as community service activities, fire prevention activities, and other situations as delegated by the fire chief.
a) The uniform shirt is worn with the badge on the upper left chest on the shirt badge tab and the name plate/serving since on the upper right chest just above the right chest pocket. Rank insignias are centered on each collar. 

b) The uniform shirt has the approved department patch sewn on the shoulder of both sleeves.
c) A plain white t-shirt is worn underneath the uniform shirt.

d) No coat, hat, or tie is worn with this uniform.

e) No other hardware, emblems, or modifications are permitted.
3) The Class C uniform is the working uniform for members at work or on duty and is worn by members participating in department activities when the Class A or Class B uniform is not appropriate.  The uniform is worn in a manner consistent with high personal appearance.

a) Polo shirts have the department patch embroidered on the upper left chest and the officer’s rank embroidered on the upper right chest.

b) T-shirts have “Flint Hill Fire Department” screen printed on the back, the department patch screen printed on the upper left chest and an officer’s rank screen printed on the upper right chest. Engineers also have their rank screen printed on the upper right chest.   
c) On rare occasions a department issued t-shirt may be worn in lieu of a polo shirt by officers when performing a particularly dirty task (e.g., maintenance under a truck, cleaning out a culvert, etc.). Once the task is completed a standard Class C uniform shall be worn.  Regular daily duties do not qualify as particularly dirty tasks. 

d) Only the latest styles(s) of department issued ball caps and knit hats are authorized for wear with the Class C uniform. Older style department issued headwear and personal headwear are prohibited.
e) Department issued sweatshirts, coats, and job shirts may be worn over the Class C shirts during cold weather.   
4) Uniform items shall be clean and present a professional appearance when worn.  Shirts, pants, and coats shall be washed or dry cleaned where applicable.  Leather and hardware shall be cleaned and polished when required. 
5) All members participating in an activity or working together should be wearing the same class of uniform.  The practical intent of the uniform policy is for members in a group to be as “uniform” as possible to present a positive and professional image of the individual and the department.

6) Probationary volunteer members who have not been issued uniform clothing appropriate for a given situation are expected to wear neat and clean clothing as close as reasonably possible to the uniform other members are wearing.
