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I. PURPOSE:

This policy defines the personal appearance and hygiene guidelines of the Flint Hill Fire Department (FHFD).
II. DISCUSSION:

Personal appearance is a significant element in maintaining personal safety and meeting the PPE requirements for firefighters. It is also an important factor in maintaining a positive public image for the department. As such the FHFD has set high personal appearance standards and all members are expected to comply with the standards at all times.
III. POLICY:

1) Members shall maintain proper personal hygiene while on duty or while on department property. 
2) Uniforms and shoes shall be neat and clean and shall conform to the requirements set forth in policy 205.01 UNIFORM POLICY.
3) When not in uniform, members who are on duty or who are representing the department shall dress in a professional manner that is appropriate for the occasion. 
4) At no time while in uniform shall a member wear jewelry, pins, ribbons, buttons, or an article of clothing that constitutes: 1) an advertisement, 2) a religious, political, or social viewpoint, or 3) a message that is offensive to anyone on the basis of age, color, disability, ethnicity, national origin, race, religion, political affiliation, gender, or sexual orientation.
5) Hair.
a) At no time shall hair constitute a safety hazard or interfere with PPE.

b) Members are required to wear their hair clean, combed and neatly trimmed or arranged.  Shaggy, unkempt hair is not permissible regardless of length, as well as eccentric hairstyles.  Hair on top of the head should be neatly groomed.  The length/bulk of the hair will not be excessive or present a ragged or extreme appearance.  Hair for male firefighters should not fall below the bottom of the collar and should not interfere with the wearing of a uniform hat.  Female firefighters should wear their hair in a manner that also will not prevent normal wear of a uniform hat and any hair that extends well below the collar of a uniform shirt should be worn pinned up.  Hair accessories for female members must be functional and not ornamental.

c) Members should maintain facial hair in keeping with a professional image and insure proper SCBA fit. Male members are allowed to have mustaches and sideburns as long as they do not interfere with normal wear of an SCBA face piece. Determination of compliance is the responsibility of department officers or supervisors.  
d) Beards and goatees are prohibited for fire suppression personnel. Non-suppression personnel are allowed full beards.

e) Hair color and styles should be of a natural color, tasteful, and in keeping with the professional image of the department.
6) Jewelry and Adornments.
a) Male members may not wear earring(s) while wearing any clothing issued by the department or when working for or representing the department in any way

b) Female members may wear no more than one earring per ear while wearing any clothing issued by the department or when working for, or representing the department in any way. Earrings should be either ball, disc, or solitaire earrings.  Female members will not wear any hoop or dangling-style earrings while on duty or at incident scenes.
c) Female members may wear nail polish that is professional and does not present an extreme appearance.  Male members will not wear nail polish of any type.
d) Tattoos cannot be visible on the head, face, chest, or neck, and cannot be vulgar, indecent, sexist, or racist.  Any member with a visible tattoo that is not in keeping with the professional image of the FHFD shall take the necessary steps to ensure that it is appropriately covered when representing the department.

e) Members shall limit their use of jewelry to a wrist or pocket watch, bracelets, a neck chain, a wedding ring and simple engagement ring if applicable, and one simple ring such as a school or university ring when representing the department. These items shall not interfere with the proper use of protective clothing or equipment. Earrings, ear studs, inappropriate bracelets, inappropriate neck chains, and so forth are prohibited.
f) Other forms of jewelry such as body piercings shall not be displayed at any time while wearing any clothing issued by the department or when working for or representing the department in any way
